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Six ministers directly responsible for public health and prevention

IKW prevention: Inter-cabinet working group

IMC public health: Interministerial conference  

Political background



Implementation of HPV screening in Belgium starts with

KCE report, 2015

Arbyn M, Haelens A, Desomer A, Verdoodt F, Thiry N, Francart J, Hanquet G, Robays
J. Cervical cancer screening program and Human Papillomavirus (HPV) testing, part 
II: Update on HPV primary screening. Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Brussels: 
Belgian Health Care Knowledge Centre (KCE). 2015. KCE Reports 238. 
D/2015/10.273/17. 



The political story continues for 7 years

2015-2022

 2015: KCE report 238

 2017: Sciensano updates evidence, requested by IKW prevention

 “HPV-testing for cervical cancer screening” 

 2018 (end): concretize ‘action plan’ for implementation of HPV primary screening 

(requested by IMC to IKW)

 ‘HPV Roadbook’: legal, financial, technical, logistical level & research projects to support 

‘evidence-base’

 2020: new update by Sciensano, for IKW

 “HPV-testing for cervical cancer screening in Belgium”

 2022: discussion note for IKW prevention

IKW prevention: Inter-cabinet working group

IMC public health: Interministerial conference



Gaining momentum by media attention

July 2022

Vandenbroucke wants reimbursement for the HPV test 

to detect cervical cancer, provided the regions

contribute. 

Fight against cervical cancer clashes with political 

procrastination: "For me it is too late, for other 

women it is not"



IKW & IMC decides on new cervical cancer screening

December 2022 



Preparing for implementation, 2023-2024

HPV-Roadbook (new) 

Action 1: Technical Comité - HPV Roadbook (beginning 2023)

Action 2: Definition & Selection - HPV test (March 2023 – NRC-HPV)

Action 3: Lab selection (NIHDI nomenclature + Belac guidelines)

Action 4: Self-sampling (Federated Entities - awaiting BE pilot results)

Action 5: Triage procedure (Sept 2023 – HPV Roadbook, dec. 2023)

Action 6: QA/QC (ongoing_Belac/National Guidelines))

Action 7: Registration – Surveillance (ongoing)

Action 8: HPV negative cancers (to be continued)

Action 9: Communication (to be continued)

Action 10: Budget (HPV-Roadbook, dec. 2023 – Annex 2)

Action 11: International collaboration (to be continued)

Action 12: Organisation of CxCa population-based screening (Federated Entities)

NRC-HPV: National Reference Centre HPV

NIHDI: National Institute for Health and

Disability Insurance



Launch of the new programme

January 2025

https://www.sciensano.be/en/cervical-cancer-screening

https://www.sciensano.be/en/cervical-cancer-screening


How to align all partners?

Stakeholder engagement
Federal government, NIHDI, federated entities, screening organisations, BCR, 

commissions (AP/CB) & professional organisations (GP/gyneco), Sciensano, …



How to align all partners?

Expert working groups

 Triage  

 Clinical Guidelines

 Registration

 Technical Comité

 Accreditation (BELAC)

https://www.sciensano.be/en/cervical-cancer-screening/healthcare-professionals
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How to align all partners?

Expert working groups

 Triage  

 Clinical Guidelines

 Registration

 Technical Comité

 Accreditation (BELAC)

https://www.sciensano.be/en/biblio/clinical-guidance-supporting-introduction-hpv-test-cervical-cancer-screening-belgium
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How to align all partners?

Expert working groups

 Triage  

 Clinical Guidelines

 Registration

 Technical Comité

 Accreditation

CRLS = Cancer Registration and Linking System



How to align all partners?

Expert working groups

 Triage  

 Clinical Guidelines

 Registration

 Technical Comité: discussions on gaps between guidelines and practice with all stakeholders

 Accreditation

https://www.sciensano.be/en/cervical-cancer-screening/faq

https://www.riziv.fgov.be/nl/faq/professionals/primaire-screening-van-baarmoederhalskanker-met-hpv

https://www.sciensano.be/en/cervical-cancer-screening/faq
https://www.riziv.fgov.be/nl/faq/professionals/primaire-screening-van-baarmoederhalskanker-met-hpv


How to align all partners?

Expert working groups

 Triage  

 Clinical Guidelines
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Importance of communication

Webportal_Sciensano

https://www.sciensano.be/en/cervical-cancer-screening/healthcare-professionals
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Importance of communication

Website_NRC-HPV (Sciensano)

https://www.sciensano.be/nl/nrc-nrl/nationaal-referentiecentrum-nrc-voor-humaan-papillomavirus

https://www.sciensano.be/nl/nrc-nrl/nationaal-referentiecentrum-nrc-voor-humaan-papillomavirus

