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Antwerp, Belgium - December 2015 - HPV Prevention and Control Board & Poljak et al J Clin Virol 2024

Do we have reliable baseline data about cervical cancer 
screening practices in Europe ? 

Year 2015: 193 commercial HPV assays (and 127 variants) on the market
  11 considered clinically validated for screening 

2015 Perspective, presented at Inaugural Prevention and Control 
Board in Antwerp
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Screening systems globally (2024-25)*

*Arbyn et al Presented at IPVS 2025
Do we have reliable baseline data about cervical cancer 

screening practices in Europe ? 



HPV based screening (March, 2025)

5 Arbyn et al Presented at IPVS 2025
Updates on Implementation (and barriers therein), key feature of the HPV 
Prevention and control board



Recent work from European 
Commission Initiative on 
Cervical Cancer: EC-CvC

Objective: Develop evidence 
based recommendations for 
cancer screening and 
diagnosis, and a “voluntary 
European quality assurance 
scheme for cervical cancer 
care services”*

*in preparation

https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/ec-
cvc/european-cervical-cancer-guidelines?topic=328&usertype=327



Additional European initiative – creation of priority set of performance and outcome indicators 
to be used in breast colorectal and cervical cancer – 23 indicators chosen. Project conducted 
as part of the CanScreen-ECIS project (EU4H) of the European Commission.



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240030824
2021

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240030824


Context specific experience essential – pursuit of the perfect must not be enemy of the good

https://www.hpvboard.org/new-delhi-india-2022/



Kumar: https://www.hpvboard.org/new-delhi-india-2022/



Antwerp, Belgium - December 2015 - HPV Prevention and Control Board; Poljak et al J Clin Virol 2024, Arbyn 
HPV World 2024

Do we have reliable baseline data about cervical cancer 
screening practices in Europe ? 

Year 2015: 193 commercial HPV assays (and 127 variants) on the market
  11 considered clinically validated for screening 
Year 2023: 264 commercial HPV assays (and 511 variants) on the market
 

Yes

Yes..but

Queries remain..
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As of April 2024, 20 tests fulfilled the 
criteria for use in a cervical screening 
setting. 

Different platforms, throughput, 
targets, commercial-availability, 
genotyping capacity etc

Only one considered point of care..

Relatively few have a formal claim for 
self samples, although this is 
increasing..



Technology…



The Covid experience

Inge de Kok Prevention Control Board Meeting 2020

• Higher risk groups who are more affected than low risk groups
• The screening capacity remains low for a long time
• Screening before the disruption was of low quality
• Screening had not been implemented at the time of the pandemic
• Implementation is delayed in LMICS



Did the Covid experience, catalyse developments for 
screening?*
• More point of care HPV tests?
• More self sampling?

• Reliance on a whole molecular solution for screening
• i.e HPV primary screen followed by extended typing and/or biomarkers

Van Keer – presented at HPV Prevention and 
control board meeting  2022



De Sanjose - https://www.hpvboard.org/meetings/



90% of girls 
fully 

vaccinated 
with HPV 

vaccine by 
15yrs of age

70% of 
women 

screened 
with a high 
precision  

(HPV) test at 
35 and 45 yrs 

of age 

90% of 
women 

identified 
with cervical 

disease 
receive 

treatment 
and care

? Missing Pillar



Zehbe et al. 2015 & Wakewich   and Marlow : Antwerp, Belgium - 2016 - HPV Prevention and Control Board

Common thread through all 
screening programmes is that 
deprivation associated with lower 
access/engagement

Systems that help us identify “who’s 
not coming?” are few and far 
between, including in HIC

Registers & linkage
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Perspectives - 

• Acceptance and implementation of HPV based screening 
continues at scale

• International guidance has evolved to reflect this and to support 
countries in their endeavours

• BUT
• Guidance needs to crystalise into action including in those 

countries that need it the most
• Advocacy and gov. prioritisation
• Robust technology
• Improved infrastructure (digital & clinical)
• Enhanced tailored education



Many happy returns on your birthday

THANK YOU 
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