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• The situation of HPV-associated cancer control in 2018

• The HPV Board recommendations

• The movement to date
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Burden of HPV-associated cancers in Colombia - 2017

Vorsters A et al. BMC Proceedings; 2020



Cervical cancer incidence and mortality by region (2012-2017)
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HPV immunization anxiety-related reaction:
Ripple effect of the outbreak (2014)
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Students, teachers, parents, healthcare 
providers, media, politicians, NGOs

Adapted from Clements CJ. Drug Safety 2003

Source: Outbreak report – INS Colombia; 2015

Concerned public

Isolated cases throughout the country



Trend of HPV vaccination coverage in Colombia

Minsalud Colombia; 2024

3-doses for girls 9-14

2-doses for girls 9-17

Outbreak (2nd semester)



Cervical cancer screening timeline and cervical cancer 
mortality in Colombia

Vorsters A et al. BMC Proceedings; 2020
Fernández-Deaza G et al.

Lancet RHA; 2022



• Re-introduce the school-based system for HPV vaccination (Informed consent)

• Adoption of Resolution 3280/2018: HPV-based screening

• Develop a communication plan for crisis situations and adequate capacity for 
communication with different groups (i.e. HCWs, educators, whole population).

• Establish a good and long-lasting relationship with the media

• Start spreading the good news (data on safety and population impact)

• Show empathy; public health officials must show respect and acknowledge the 
symptoms of those affected by them, also if these are not vaccine related. The 
plea from families of alleged victims must not be ignored. 

HPV Board meeting (2018): 
a way to go based on a SWOT analysis



Action after the crisis …. and the HPV Board

Introduction and scale-up of HPV-based
cervical cancer screening

HPV self-collection and 
screen-and-treat approach

2025
National campaign to regain
confidence on HPV vaccine

Colombian League Against Cancer



HPV vaccination coverage in Colombia:
a promising landscape?
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The past, the future

Cervical cancer mortality

WHO/IARC
Globocan; 2024
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