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Impact of COVID on health-seeking behaviour
Temporal variation in no. of patients with first 

diagnosis of diabetes /month at PHCs, UK
Reasons for non-attendance for patients with 

chronic diseases in Ethiopia

Lancet Public Health 2020; 5: e543–50; BMJ https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.11.25.20236224



Impact of COVID on health professionals

Personal

• I’m in state of fear and stress and 
sometimes depression too...I cannot 
sleep at night

• I am hesitant to hug my children
• Difficult to manage all my professional 

work at home with all the house chores. 
Children need constant attention

• Difficult to keep the motivation high

Professional
• Engaged 24/7 fighting COVID
• Demands by Hospital Administration to work 

with patients without appropriate safety 
kits

• Uncertain situation...No SOP available to 
manage patients

• Postponed elective cases till further order
• Pay cut imposed by our institution is 

disheartening
• My promotion is withheld
• We are not trained for online 

teaching/learning

Pak J Med Sci. 2020;36(COVID19-S4):COVID19-S6-S11.



WHO survey: 122 of 163 countries reported NCD service 
disruption: Health systems related causes
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/rapid-assessment-of-service-delivery-for-
ncds-during-the-covid-19-pandemic



MMWR / January 29, 2021 / Vol. 69 / No. 4

Routine cervical cancer screening rates in an integrated 
health care system (Kaiser Permanente Southern California)

Screening rate = Tests per 100

person-months

Cohort size: 1.5 million

% reduction: ~80% lower during stay

at home order



Impact of COVID on cancer screening programmes in 
LMICs 

• Screening suspended for 
30+ days in all except Côte 
d’Ivoire, Rwanda, Brazil & 
Iran

• Diagnostic services 
suspended for 30+ days in 9 
countries 

• Cancer treatment services 
suspended for 30+ days in 
Bangladesh, India, China

Int J Cancer 2021



Availability of screening, diagnostic & treatment services 
in Sept-Oct 2020 compared to pre-COVID situation

Int J Cancer. 2021



% of program managers strongly agreed that the following 
factor(s) would have a major impact on cancer services?
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Eligible individuals  will be reluctant to participate

Non-compliance of screen-positive individuals will
increase

Service providers will be overloaded

Planned expansion of programme will be withheld
due to competing priorities

Screening programme will have less financial
resources



Number of women screened for cervical cancer in Bangladesh 
in 2018-20 (the bars show No. of COVID cases detected by months in 2020)

Unpublished 
data
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No. of women screened for cervical cancer in Bangladesh in 
2018-20 (map shows % change in no. of women screened between 2018 & 2019)

‘With 90% of all reported COVID-19 
cases, urban areas have become the 
epicentre of the pandemic’ – UN report

Unpublished 
data



Strategies that paid dividend in Bangladesh

• Programme didn’t lose priority
• Strategic planning to prioritize the hard-to-reach women
• Created screening facilities away from regular health facilities
• Revised management protocol to introduce screen and treat
• Started developing information system to monitor screening 

programme in 2018
• Pandemic was an opportunity to expand to the last mile



ROAD TO ‘ELIMINATE’ CERVICAL CANCER: 

2030 CONTROL TARGETS

The 2030 targets and elimination threshold are subject to revision depending on the outcomes of 
the modeling and the WHO approval process

90%
of girls fully vaccinated 
with HPV vaccine by 15 

years of age

70%
of women screened with an 

high precision test at 35 
and 45 years of age

90%
of women identified with

cervical disease receive
treatment and care 

SDG 2030: Target 3.4 – 30% reduction in mortality from cervical cancer

THRESHOLD: All countries to reach < 4 cases 100,000 women-years 



WHO operational guidance for maintaining essential health services during Outbreak
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/331561?search-result=true&query=COVID-
19%3A+Operational+guidance+for+maintaining+essential+health+services+during+an+outbreak&scope
=%2F&rpp=10&sort_by=score&order=desc

DOI link: https://doi.org/10.1200/go.21.00033

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.who.int%2Firis%2Fhandle%2F10665%2F331561%3Fsearch-result%3Dtrue%26query%3DCOVID-19%253A%2BOperational%2Bguidance%2Bfor%2Bmaintaining%2Bessential%2Bhealth%2Bservices%2Bduring%2Ban%2Boutbreak%26scope%3D%252F%26rpp%3D10%26sort_by%3Dscore%26order%3Ddesc&data=04%7C01%7Calex.vorsters%40uantwerpen.be%7Ccd139de22c7248b81f2b08d8fe7427c0%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C637539124610595785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JtvQUtBOIaE7Wf2KTza4GR1C1oALL9wDlMyT32j1bUA%3D&reserved=0
https://doi.org/10.1200/go.21.00033


“the COVID-19 pandemic might also generate opportunities
for more efficient prevention, by promoting more cost-

effective, evidence-based protocols, by focusing on women 
who are at high-risk, extending HPV testing on self-collected 

samples, and discouraging inefficient policies like too 
frequent testing..”

Lancet Public Health. 2020 Aug; 5(8): e425.
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