
HPV Vaccination crisis in Colombia 

Rumors on safety generated a large number of presumptive cases in 2014 

A major collective panic response in the population of Carmen de Bolivar

Limited political reaction among health leaders

Severe reduction in vaccine acceptance / promotion



ICO Information Centre on HPV and Cancer www.hpvcentre.net
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COBERTURA VACUNAL EN COLOMBIA: CONSECUENCIAS

Original data MoH in Bogota, Colombia 

+300.000 +1.5  M 15.000

Cohorte 2003: 
Cobertura 88% 

4300 casos & 

1900 muertes 

evitadas

Cohorte 2007: 
Cobertura 5% 

220 casos 

evitados



SOME INTERVENTIONS ADDRESSING THE PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION ASPECTS OF THE CRISIS

• Creation of a tailored local task force for the HPV vaccination 

• Multiple visits and consultations, meetings of experts including one 
meeting of the HPV Prevention & Control Board in 2018

• Collaboration with ICO e-learning program on HPV vaccine safety

• Creation of two entries of the newsletter HPV WORLD in Spanish and 
English focusing on the damage to the preventive program and the 
examples deployed to reinitiate the activities



HPV vaccine safety
- Colombia edition -
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Total  10,320
5,109 Colombian; 5213 Other

participants

4,273
Evaluation passed**

8,167
Currently active*

52%
Course participants % completion***

* Alumnos activos (que hayan entrado mínimo una vez al aula)

** Aptos (superado el examen) 

*** Curso abierto desde Julio 2018. Inscripción abierta continua. 
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Open Access from July 19, 2018
Continuous registration



PROFESSIONAL PROFILE OF 
FIRST 5000 PARTICIPANTS

Other profiles

999 NURSE AUXILIARY

953 MEDICAL STUDENTS

599 HEALTH TECHNICIANS 

391 OTHER

1057 medical doctors

- 286 OBGYN

- 441 GPs

- 73 PEDIATRICS

- 24 PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 
& PUBLIC HEALTH 

- 233 OTHER

1529 nurses

284 PREVENTIVE MEDICINE & 
PUBLIC HEALTH 

101 ONCOLOGY

95 OBGYN

50 HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR

52 EMERGENCY & ICU 

630 OTHER
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Institut Català d’Oncologia

January to December 2020 and

Executive report 2018-2020



.

8.683
Subscribers

64.058
Visits

45.921
Readers

148
Articles published

2,23
Average duration of the 

session

167.733
Page views

806.185
Total impressions

448.000
Google impressions

Executive Summary 2018-2020

14%
Conversion rate

49,53%
Bounce rate

1. Bounce rate: Readers who enter HPW but leave the site quickly. 50% is a good result.
2. Conversion rate: of 64,058 total visits, 8,683 readers subscribed, so the subscription rate is 14%.

3. Google impressions: these are the occasions when HPW appeared in Google results and users have seen our website in their search.
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Twitter

Top 5 tweets

2.610 people reached

January to December 2020 Report

38

2.542 people reached

Tweets ordered from more people reached to less

https://twitter.com/hpv_world/status/1316267322424913920
https://twitter.com/hpv_world/status/1303210708746874880



