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Ireland 

● Country in West of Europe
● Population 5 million
● Main language is English 



HPV Vaccination Programme 

● Started in 2010
● School based programme
● 12-13 year old girls (~30,000)
● Parents sent information leaflet, consent 

form  and contact details for school 
teams

● Referred to website www.hpv.ie for more  
information

http://www.hpv.ie/


HPV Vaccine Uptake



What happened? 

● Concerned parent groups formed
● Local and national media printed articles  

raising concerns
○ About vaccine safety

○ That HPV vaccine caused serious side  effects
● TV programme aired
● Very active on social media



How did we address it? 

Identified Stakeholders

Parents Cancer Groups Education Medical



How did we address it? 

Spoke to Parents
● Need more time to make decision about vaccination

o Send a leaflet to parents the year before  vaccination is offered in second 
level school

o Delay start of school vaccination programme to  give parents more time to 
research vaccination and give an additional opportunities to join

● Need access to the facts
o Updated www.hpv.ie for better user experience
o Provided information about HPV safety
o WHO accreditation of website

http://www.hpv.ie/


How did we address it? 

● Held meetings with 
○ The Irish Cancer Society

○ National Cancer Control Programme

○ Cerviva
● Agreed consistent messaging about 

cervical cancer morbidity and 
mortality



How did we address it? 

Held meetings with
● Department of Education
● School bodies including

○ Principals’ associations

○ Teachers’ unions

○ National Parents Councils

○ Science Teachers Associations
Provided facts about HPV to teachers and 
principals



How did we address it? 

Provided training to health professionals
● GP e-learning modules
● ICGP meetings
● RCPI faculty meetings
● Pharmacies
● Factsheets and articles in journals
● Delivered talks at training days
● Held national conferences



How did we address it? 

● Undertake regular Social Media listening
● Developed Social Media Content

○ Share partner pack with stakeholders

● Worked with Patient Advocate – Laura Brennan 
https://www.rte.ie/player/movie/laura-brennan-this-is-me/102220328261

● Developed FAQs about HPV and update as new 
information becomes available

● Ask Health Minister and HSE board members to 
launch HPV campaign

https://www.rte.ie/player/movie/laura-brennan-this-is-me/102220328261


What was the outcome?



What was the outcome?

● Programme gender neutral since 2019
● Over 500,000 vaccinated 
● Launched the Laura Brennan HPV Catch Up 

Vaccination Programme on 8th December 
2022 

● School Programme continues



Top Tips

● Build relationships with partners now
● Agree messaging and be consistent
● Keep partners up to date
● Learn and adapt
● Be alert! 
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