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Decision making on vaccination programmes 
is exclusive competence of Member States
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Role of ECDC

• Technical support

• Monitoring vaccine 
introduction and the 
decision making process

• Collecting evidence to 
support decision making

• Producing guidance on 
effective communication

• Advocacy role



Status of decision making process on 
HPV vaccine introduction (October 2007)

EU + EEA countries

Program implemented (5)

not yet (17)

source: VENICE

Recommendation (7)



Status of decision making process on 
HPV vaccine introduction (January 2008)

EU + EEA countries

Program implemented (7)

not yet (14)

source: VENICE

Recommendation (8)



Status of decision making process on 
HPV vaccine introduction (February 2008)

EU + EEA countries

Program implemented (9)

not yet (14)

source: VENICE

Recommendation (6)



Status of decision making process on 
HPV vaccine introduction (February 2010)

EU + EEA countries

Program implemented (14)

not yet (12)

source: ECDC

Recommendation (3)



EU + EEA countries

Program implemented (22)

not yet (4)

source: ECDC

Recommendation (3)

Status of decision making process on 
HPV vaccine introduction (November 2014)



HPV vaccine schedules in the EU
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Years

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 26
Austria HPV  HPV  

Belgium  HPV  

Bulgaria HPV  

Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic HPV  HPV  

Denmark HPV  HPV  

Estonia

Finland HPV HPV  

France HPV  HPV  

Germany HPV  HPV  

Greece HPV  HPV

Hungary HPV  

Iceland HPV  

Ireland HPV  

Italy HPV  

Latvia HPV

Liechtenstein HPV  HPV  

Lithuania

Luxembourg HPV  HPV

Malta HPV  

Netherlands HPV  

Norway HPV  

Poland

Portugal HPV  

Romania HPV  

Slovakia HPV  

Slovenia HPV  

Spain HPV  

Sweden HPV  

UK HPV  

Source: http://vaccine-schedule.ecdc.europa.eu/Pages/Scheduler.aspx
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Health Technology Assessment on HPV
VENICE Report, 2012
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Dorleans F, et al. Health Technology Assessments of human papillomavirus vaccinations in Europe: 
a survey from VENICE network. Ital J Pub Health, 2012; 12 (1) 
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Scientific guidance to support decision 
making

September 2012

January 2008
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Replying to safety rumours
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May 2014, Carmen de Bolivar, Colombia



16

Rumours spread fast
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Rumours spread fast
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Support evidence based communication

Different perspectives

1. parent/carer 

2. social 
marketer/health 
promoter/media 
specialist

3. provider/expert

4. hard-to-reach 
population



Challenges in the EU

• No official platform to exchange experiences on decision 
making (NITAGs coordination) 

• HPV infection is NOT included into the EU surveillance scheme

• HPV vaccination coverage data are NOT routinely collected

• AEFI monitoring and managing not sufficient to quickly react to 
safety rumours


