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April 2008
• Recommended by expert group

August 2008 
• “to start September 2009”

November 2008 
• “deferred due to rapidly and 

seriously deteriorated economic 

situation”

January 2010  
• To start in May 2010

History



HPV vaccination programme 

• 12-13 year old girls 

• HPV4 (Gardasil) vaccine used

• School based programme 
– Cohort ~30,000

– 1st year of second level school

– September/October and March/April

– Clinics for those who miss out

• Parents sent information leaflet, consent 
form and contact details
– Information literacy proofed

– Contact details for vaccination teams

– Referred to website for more information
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HPV vaccine uptake 2010 - 2014

Highest uptake achieved in 2014/15

Excellent cohort retention

97% girls who started dose 1 completed dose 2
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Japan suspends 
vaccine 
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Minister questioned in 
parliament

R.E.G.R.E.T

Danish TV 
documentary

Irish TV 
documentary

Anti-vaccine leaflet 

May Jun Jul Nov2014

EMA review

High Court 
Action
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on Health & 
Children

American College of Pediatrics

Go fund me 
video

Anti Vaccine Group actions

Anti-vaccine media coverage 

Timeline of events

Nov

Dutch TV Programme



HPV vaccine uptake 

2010/2011 - 2016/2017

Target 80%

~15,000 girls 

not vaccinated 

in 2016/17

Estimated uptake 1st dose only
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Concerns

• Vaccine safety  
• Vaccine safety  
• Vaccine safety  
• Vaccine causes serious side effects

• Lack of information – not given 
patient information leaflet 

• Consent process too rushed
• Distrust in Irish health services –

link to Pharma
• Anti-establishment agenda
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“Those who cannot remember the past are 

condemned to repeat it.” 
G Santayana

Source: HPSC

95% Target

Wakefield 
article
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Actions

Liaison

• The Irish Cancer Society

• National Cancer Screening Service 

• Professional bodies 

• Department of Education/ Schools 

• National Parents Councils

• Politicians

• Global 
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Actions

Health professional training

• Prioritise  immunisation in healthcare education

–minimal immunisation teaching at undergraduate and 

postgraduate level

–opportunistic education sessions > 2500 in 2016

• Fact sheets/ articles in journals

• ICGP elearning modules

• Pharmacies 
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Actions
Information for parents 

• Focus groups

• Offer vaccine again

• Information for 6th class parents

• Short information videos 

• Revised parents leaflet (with quotes)

• More time to consent
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Actions

• Increase awareness of vaccine
• National and local radio advertising  
• Social media listening
• Social media campaign 

• vaccinated girls

• international experts
• Alliance of health care and other 
supportive bodies

• women’s rights

• childrens’ rights

• cancer charities

• youth groups

• influencers
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Political support 
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Impact
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• Increase in uptake in 2016/17

• Increase in 1st dose uptake in 2017/18

?
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