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Irish Health Care System 

• Public Private mix

• Came out of colonial past

• Similar but dissimilar to UK



Irish Health Care System 

• Significant dependency in history on Religious to provide 
hospital and social care

• Legacies still present



Irish Health Care System 

• Health Act guarantees:
• Free Hospital care to all
• Free General medical services to means tested group (approx. 40%)

• For most totally free but for around 5-10% it is only for GP visit 

• Rest pay privately for GP and community services

• Medical Insurance
• Primarily for hospital care



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 



Irish Health Care System 

• Health System
• Public
• Private
• “Voluntary Sector”



Irish Health Care System 

• Health System – Public
• DoH and HSE
• Regulators



Irish Health Care System 

• Health System – Public
• HSE

• 7 Hospital Groups
• 9 Community Health Organisations
• National Services

• Public Health
• Environmental Health
• Screening
• Ambulance

• Corporate



Irish Health Care System 

• Health System – Public
• Primary care

• GPs
• Dentists
• Pharmacists
• Opticians



Irish Health Care System 

• Health System – Private
• Private Hospitals
• GPs
• Dentists
• Pharmacists
• Therapists
• Social care


