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Disclosure

• O Jourdain has been an invited speaker at scientific meetings 
for MSD Vaccins and SANOFI 
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History of antivax 
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April 1721 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/who-was-lady-mary-wortley-montagu



Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 

4

Lady Mary Wortley Montagu with her sonEdward
Jean-Baptiste Vanmour

« I am going to tell you one thing that will

make you want to be in Constantinople: 

smallpox, this cruel disease is in no way

dangerous there by the invention of 

inoculation. » 

Letter to Mrs Sarah Chiswell 1 April 1717
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
Lettres choisies 1716-1718 Petite bibliothèque Payot 



Malthusianism

Thomas Malthus
British economist

and Anglican priest
1766-1834

• «A man who is born into a world already possessed, if he
cannot get subsistence from his parents on whom he has a 
just demand, and if the society do not want his labour, has no 
claim of right to the smallest portion of food, and, in fact, has 
no business to be where he is. At nature's mighty feast there
is no vacant cover for him. »
Thomas Malthus 1798

• Birth control, Degrowth, «Natural selection» … 
7https://www.universalis.fr/encyclopedie/malthusianisme-et-neo-malthusianisme/



Jenner and the vaccine, first « fake news »             1802

8

The wonderful effects of the new inoculation”, James Gillray (1802)



Pasteur meets vaccine reluctance
Scientific opposition  
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Douyère-Demeulenaere C Les anti vaccinateurs face à Louis Pasteur: les polémiques autour du traitement antirabique (1886-87)

In Savant et société aux XIXe et XXe siècles M Woronoff Ed Univ Franche-Comté 1995

Dr Michel PETER 
spokesman for the Academy of medicine

He reproaches Pasteur for overstating the incidence rate of rabies, 
the rate of mortality of the disease, and the impact of rabies on public health.

He highlights the story of the child Jules Rouyer in 1886 who was wrongly treated
and died as a result of the treatment 1886 



Pasteur meets vaccine reluctance
Political opposition 
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Henri Rochefort 
far-left polemicist and editor 

of the newspaper “l'Intransigeant”

He blames the use of public funds (1 Million Francs) 
collected by subscription and he accuses Pasteur of being a 

man of the Empire. He calls him the "financial chemist",

Douyère-Demeulenaere C Les anti vaccinateurs face à Louis Pasteur: les polémiques autour du traitement antirabique (1886-87)
In Savant et société aux XIXe et XXe siècles M Woronoff Ed Univ Franche-Comté 1995



Anna Kingsford
Activist of the 

Universal League of Anti-Vaccinators
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English physician, writer, theosophist, spiritualist
Adept of occult sciences 

Maitland E: Anna Kingsford: Her Life, Letters, Diary and Work, 2 Vols. (Whitefish: Kessinger Publishing, 2003)
https://www.infovaccin.fr/hommages.html

She comes to put a spell on Pasteur (1887)

JP Eudier S Rader ♰



Anthroposophy:
a way of thinking still very active

Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925) Austrian Philosopher 
He founds the Anthroposophical Society in 1912 

« A scientific exploration of the spiritual world » 
According to Steiner, the human being can access
a "supersensitive" world beyond cognition,
a very esoteric concept

He built the « Goetheanum » 
seat of the current anthroposophical society

Anthroposophy is suspected of sectarian drift 

Lachman G R Steiner. Actes Sud 2009



The anthroposophic galaxy today
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- Pharmaceuticals, dietetics, cosmetics products
(Weleda 401 million € sales in 2017)

- Banks with 18 billion € in assets

- Anthroposophic medicine based on mistletoe
to treat cancer and in opposition to vaccine 

Louis Fouché and RéInfoCOVID are very
close to the anthroposophical movement

- Steiner-Waldorf schools
(1000 schools in the world,  734 in Europe, 21 in France) 

- Biodynamic agriculture

Malet JB Le Monde Diplomatique Juillet 2018
Audureau W Le Monde 16 octobre 2021 



Conspiracy: the example of vaccine in Nazi Germany

14

«Vaccine: conspiracy of Jewish doctors to poison the blood
of the German race »  1938 Ungewitter, Göring, Frick

As a pragmatic war leader Hitler refuses to cancel 
compulsory vaccination law from 1874 

Antivax La résistance aux vaccins du XVIIIé siècle à nos jours   Françoise Salvadori Laurent Henri Vignaud Editions Vendémiaire 



Proctor RN Racial Hygiene. 
Medicine under the Nazis. 
Harvard University Press 1988. 



Libertarianism
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- Libertarianism denies authority and state power 

- Call  for the restriction or dissolution of coercive social institution 

- Collect Anacho-capitalism and strong individual freedom

Caré S: La pensée libertarienne. PUF 2009     Poulet B Ces étranges Libertariens   L’Express 2009 10 01



Some faces of libertarianism
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Ayn Rand  1905-1982   Russian-American philosopher

She supported rational and ethical egoism and rejected altruism

The Virtue of Selfishness (New Am Library 1964)

« only individualism guarantees intellectual integrity »

Libertarian presidential nominees

US OG
1988 0,4%
431 000 votes 

2020 1,2%
1.9 million votes

2016 3,27%
4,4 million votes

Clint Eastwood

Alan Greenspan 
Chairman of the 
US Federal Reserve



Libertarianism and vaccine:  
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Give Me Liberty and Give Them Death

- Total freedom of the individual to dispose of his body 

- The state cannot violate it in the name of the collective good represented by 

compulsory vaccination. 

Unmasked, unvaccinated



False publications, predatory publishers

• 1998: suggestion of a vaccin-autism link

• First big antivax fake news after the digital revolution
• 2010 Retraction of the Lancet paper
• 2010 Withdrawal of his licence  UK General Medical Counci

• Drop of vaccine coverage / Serious measles outbreaks
• Still an antivax icon

19
Le Monde 2 Avril 2019,       Enquêtes: Times, Channel 4 

Andrew WAKEFIELD 
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Les fausses info    «fake news»                 2018 
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22De Figuereido A et coll Lancet 2020 Sept 10 doi.org/10;1016/S0140-6736(20)31558-0



What history tells us
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Resistance to vaccination is as old as the vaccine himself

Anti-vax activists reject political system, not just vaccine

Vaccine hesitancy is associated with public distrust
of health and political authorities.

WHO declared vaccine reluctance to be

one of the top ten threats to global health.



The greatest enemy of knowledge is not ignorance,
it is the illusion of knowledge .

Stephen Hawking
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Thank you for your attention 
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