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Cervical cancer is not a disease 
of the past—it is a disease of 
the poor



Screening policies appear to have reached a plateau after a clear initial 
benefit

Regional incidence of cervical cancer over the past 40 years (source: WHO European Health information 
gateway, accessed March 6th, 2024)



How high is the risk of cervical cancer in vulnerable populations?

Suk R, et al. JAMA Netw Open 2022;5:e2143582.

Vulnerable women face a 62% higher CC risk with lower
screening rates, leading to more missed cases and avoidable
deaths

Risk of cervical cancer according to the conjunction of 
several stratification groups



What is our aim?

Cham S,  et al JAMA Oncol 2022;8:159-61.



What intervention are we speaking about?

Cham S,  et al JAMA Oncol 2022;8:159-61.

Figure 1: (adapted from Bosch, F X et al. Nat Rev Clin Oncol 2016). Current and in-planning HPV
vaccination and cervical cancer screening strategy in developed countries. Green arrow indicates cytology
testing, blue arrow HPV testing.



Vaccination and screening: a virtuous couple caught in a 
vicious circle.

Badre-Esfahani S, et al. Clin Epidemiol 2019;11:969-80.



What are the barriers towards cervical cancer screening for vulnerable women?

Boje RB, Bardou M, Mensah K, et al. BMJ Open 2024;14:e079921.



What are the barriers towards cervical cancer screening for vulnerable women?

Boje RB, Bardou M, Mensah K, et al. BMJ Open 2024;14:e079921.



Who and where are the vulnerable women?

Mallafre-Larrosa M, et al. Eur J Public Health 2023;33:502-8.



A lack of dedicated screening policies in Europe

Mallafre-Larrosa M, et al. Eur J Public Health 2023;33:502-8.



A use case: the migrant population

Baggaley RF, et al. Lancet Public Health 2022;7:e876-e84.



Proposing a strategy to implement and manage HPV-FASTER for 
vulnerable populations



HPV-FASTER-implement project as a health policy cycle. 

We will build capacity for tailored CC prevention implementation and monitoring throughout the project.



In conclusion
o The HPV FASTER approach represents a new opportunity to achieve the goal of 

cervical cancer elimination.

o There are many barriers to equitable cervical cancer screening, and the 
addition of vaccination makes the approach even more complex (financial and 
logistical constraints, vaccine hesitancy).

o Implementing an HPV FASTER campaign means working with stakeholders to co-
construct approaches based on the needs of vulnerable groups, and these 
needs are not necessarily the same depending on the type of vulnerability.

o The evaluation of a programme to deliver the HPV FASTER intervention to 
vulnerable populations must take into account individual and contextual barriers 
to the greatest extent possible.

o There is an urgent need to develop real political and societal knowledge and 
understanding of vulnerable populations and the difficulties they face in their 
prevention efforts.
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